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Your student is arriving soon! Here are some important tips for getting off to a good start. And don’t forget that 
your Homestay Coordinator is always available for you and your student throughout the stay, so please don’t 
hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 
 

1. Prepare a Welcome Sign with your student’s name so that they can easily recognize you at the airport. 

2. Google your student’s flight number before leaving for the airport to check for delays. 

3. Your student has your contact information in case they need to call you. 

4. International flight passengers are required to clear Immigration and Customs before proceeding to 

Baggage Claim. (Please allow extra time for this depending on airport size and congestion.) 

5. Domestic flight passengers will proceed directly to Baggage Claim.  

6. Your student has been instructed to wait inside the airport to meet you.  

a. Students arriving on international flights will look for their host family as they exit Customs.  

b. Students arriving on domestic flights will look for their host family in Baggage Claim. 

 

1. Treat your student like a member of the family, not like a guest. Don’t set unrealistic expectations by 

doing things for them in the first couple weeks of their arrival that you’re not willing to continue doing 

throughout the year (e.g. laundry, cooking hot breakfast daily, extra transportation). 

2. Set aside time right away to sit down with your student to start their Student Orientation series. Use 

this time to outline key house rules & expectations, family schedule, and nighttime or internet curfews 

(if any). Expect to reiterate these conversations several times throughout the first month after arrival 

as it takes time to learn new ways of doing life. 

3. Provide the student with a printed copy of your House Rules and reference this list often. Less is more 

– highlight non-negotiables and let go of the rest. 

4. Let your student know what they can prepare for themselves for breakfast and lunch and what time 

dinner will be served (or what food they can reheat if you are not home). Note that cooking and 

navigating the kitchen may be a first for them, so patience and clear communication is a must! 

5. There will be adjustments for the student as they assimilate to life in your home. Allow yourself, your 

family and the student a little space and time from each other during the first few days and weeks as 

everyone adjusts to daily life with each other.  

6. Students tend to spend a lot of time on their phone playing games or connecting with their family and 

friends back home. Some host families prefer that electronics are left in the student’s room or not 

brought to the dinner table. Clearly communicate your expectations for electronics early on to avoid 

confusion. 

7. Keep your expectations realistic. Let your student be him/herself and strive to see the good in each 

experience. 

8. Most of all relax and have fun!  

 

1. Your Host Contract lists school orientation/registration days and the first day of school. Please double 

check these dates directly with the school office so that you are aware of any changes/updates. You 

can also look these up on the school’s website calendar.  

2. Sometimes schools request that host parents accompany their students to orientation while others 

request that only the student attends. If only the student is required to attend, help them check into 

the main office and get settled before you depart. This is a great time to introduce yourself to the 

office staff and/or the school international coordinator.   

3. The student’s home agency (not MIF) is responsible for handling all school related enrollment and 

registration, whereas MIF is only responsible for providing the homestay. Sometimes students arrive 

with incomplete paperwork or medical requirements/shots. If the school communicates that your 

student is missing anything, let your Homestay Coordinator know and he or she will help determine 

what needs to be done on the student’s behalf. 

 
Resources and Downloads: 

• Download airport Welcome Sign 

• Download Host Handbook 

• Preview the Student Orientation series 

 


